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The Observation 
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What's happening in SCS? 
• U.K.'s largest aircraft carrier and its strike group joined the 

U.S., Japan, Australia and New Zealand, along with fellow 
European power France, in exercises close to the South China 
Sea. 

 

• The U.K. and France have joined the U.S. and Japan in 
contending that Chinese claims and activities in the South China 
Sea violate the United Nations Convention on the Law of the 
Sea. 

 

• Even, Germany sent a warship to south china sea. 



What's happening in SCS? 



Can Europe play a big role? 
Europe is not exactly a military force to be reckoned with in Asia..!! 
 

However, symbolically the deepening engagement by the U.K. and France in a distant 
part of the world in which they have little direct stake reflects a sense that a 
country's international clout is tied to its presence in fast-growing Asia. It also 
shows that liberal nations tend to stand against the aggressive policies of 
China. 

 

Note:  

Its true that London and Paris have only limited forces in Asia but their status 
as permanent members of the U.N. Security Council can strengthen their 
diplomatic position with regard to Beijing and provide a card to play in 
economic negotiations in future. British and French move to ruffle China's 
feathers. 
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What is the response? 
• Southeast Asian countries' views on the situation are mixed.  

 

– For instance, Indonesian sources suggest that the warship 
deployments is "a response that shows China that the South 
China Sea does not belong to it." 

 

– But Indonesia advises, "the U.S. and Europe should refrain from 
actions that would excessively provoke China.“ 
 

– South East Asian nations are relying on building stronger economic 
ties with China and are counting on it for coronavirus vaccines. 
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